
   

 

 Title of measure Guttrum and Benwell Forests Environmental 
Works Project 

 Proponent undertaking the measure Victoria 

 Type of measure Supply 

1. Confirmation 

 Date by which the measure entered into or will enter 
into operation 
Must be before 30 June 2024 

This environmental works project will be 
operational by 30 June 2024. 

Confirmation that the measure is not an ‘anticipated 
measure’ 
‘Anticipated measure’ is defined in section 7.02 of the Basin Plan to 

mean ‘a measure that is part of the benchmark conditions of 
development’. 

Yes. 

 Confirmation that the proponent state(s) undertaking 
the measure agree(s) with the notification 

Basin Plan 7.12(3)(c) 
Joint proposals will need the agreement of all proponents 

Yes. 

2. Details of the measure 

 Capacity of the measure to operate as a supply measure 
‘Supply measure’ is defined in section 7.03 of the Basin Plan to mean 

‘a measure that operates to increase the quantity of water available 

to be taken in a set of surface water SDL resource units compared 
with the quantity available under the benchmark conditions of 
development’. 

 

Yes. 

3. Description of the works or measure 

 The project will reinstate a more natural flooding regime for the Guttrum and Benwell Forests, addressing, in 
particular, the reduced frequency and duration of floods. The proposed works will water 1,200 ha via the 
irrigation channel system, including semi-permanent wetlands and 82% of the river red gum forest with 
flood dependent understorey. 

 
The works will include two separate channels to deliver environmental water into Guttrum Forest, one 
channel in Benwell Forest and containment works (regulators and levees) in both forests to contain water on 
the floodplain. The works have been designed to meet the environmental watering requirements of the 
ecological values by mimicking a 26,000 ML/d flood event in the River Murray for Guttrum Forest and a 
24,000 ML/d flood event for Benwell Forest. 

 
A detailed description of the proposed works package is included in Chapter 2.3 and 11 of the business case 
(Attachment B). 

4. Geographical location of the measure 

 Guttrum and Benwell Forests are located on the mid-Murray floodplain of northern Victoria, downstream of 
Koondrook and have a combined area of 1,930 hectares. 

5. Representation of the project in the MDBA modelling framework 

 The MDBA has represented the proposed infrastructure, operating strategies and water use in the MSM- 
BigMod model. Data used by the MDBA was sourced from the DHI operational water scenario modelling 
report which was supplied as a supporting document to the business case. A schematic of the new 
representation of the floodplain is included in Attachment A. 

Spatial data provided by the proponent (derived using a hydro-dynamic model) describes the areas 
inundated through the operating of the works. The areas inundated are combined with the timing of 
modelled operation by the Environmental Outcomes Scoring Tool to quantify the change in environmental 
outcomes, relative to the Benchmark environmental outcomes. 

Amendment date: 28 June 2017 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































