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(e) encouragement of active and informed participation 
of Indigenous people; 

(f) risks to Indigenous values and Indigenous uses arising from 
the use and management of the water resources of the water 
resource plan area. 

Note:      For examples of the principles that may be applied in relation to the 
participation of Indigenous people, see the document titled 
‗MLDRIN and NBAN Principles of Indigenous Engagement in the 
Murray-Darling Basin‘. 

(2) In this section, registered Aboriginal heritage means Aboriginal 
heritage registered or listed under a law of a Basin State or the 
Commonwealth that deals with the registration or listing of 
Aboriginal heritage (regardless of whether the law deals with the 
listing of other heritage). 

 
10.54 Cultural flows 

A water resource plan must be prepared having regard to the views of 
Indigenous people with respect to cultural flows. 

 
10.55 Retention of current protection 

A water resource plan must provide at least the same level of protection 
of Indigenous values and Indigenous uses as provided in: 

 
(a) a transitional water resource plan for the water resource 

plan area; or 

(b) an interim water resource plan for the water resource plan area. 

Assessment Guidelines  
MDBA will not be assessing the veracity of the Aboriginal objectives and outcomes and 
associated values and uses identified in water resource plans.  
MDBA uses its Aboriginal Engagement Principles to guide our engagement with 
Traditional Owners. It is anticipated that Basin States will undertake similar approaches for 
their Aboriginal engagement processes. 
To provide confidence that Basin States have undertaken engagement with Traditional 
Owners consistent with the below criteria, the MDBA will compare the consideration of 
Aboriginal values and uses in water resource plans with the information contained in the 
MDBA Aboriginal Submissions Database. The aim of this cross checking is to help 
validate that appropriate processes have been pursued and will not be used to determine 
the validity or merit of the objectives and outcomes identified in water resource plans. This 
comparison process will occur as part of providing advice to a Basin State to assist the 
development of a water resource plan. 
This advice, obtained during the formal assessment of a water resource plan, will go 
unaltered to the MDBA members for their consideration. It will be taken into account by 
the MDBA when it prepares its recommendations for the Minister. 
Please provide comments and advice on the following criteria: 
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A planned approach was applied to properly engaging Traditional Owners and resulted in 
an Indigenous Engagement Strategy that guided preparation of the water resource plan 
(e.g. adequate time, appropriate venues and resources)  

 
i2i Development Global Pty Ltd (“i2i Global”) provided the Delegates with enough time to 
engage in our consultations on the WRP proposed. We did receive some initial feedback 
however Delegates sought more time to review the information provided in order check 
back in with their Nations. 
 
With the prospect of localised and regional flooding our firm undertook preparations for 
virtual workshop. This was organized as a Plan B to accommodate for the flooding 
through NSW, closing off roads and preventing participation for some Delegates traveling 
interstate. 

i2i Global sent through multiple emails for notification, clarification and information on the 
workshop. We also conducted several phone interviews and consultations with the 
Delegates to ensure that we were optimising our time for the physical workshop. 
Delegates were initially first contacted via email four (4) weeks ahead of the workshop.  
Phone calls then began three (3) weeks before the workshop with each Delegate. 
Individual calls were made daily to update them on workshop information, possible virtual 
workshop because of the flooding in NSW and possible dates if they were unable to 
attend our 28th October physical workshop.  
 
Those dates are as follows:  

 Introductory email to Delegates (29th September 2022) 

 Workshop details and RSVP email (30th September 2022) 

 Workshop attendance confirmation phone calls (4th – 7th October 2022) 

 1st Pre-workshop Interviews (12th – 14th October 2022) 

 Delegate computer access details and planning for possible virtual workshop with 

delegates by phone (18th – 21st October 2022) 

 2nd Pre-workshop Interviews (20th – 25th October 2022) 

 Workshop (in-person) at St. George (QLD) (28th October 2022) 

 
The venue was more than appropriate and had the facilities to accommodate the 
delegates, with online capabilities to video conference in the MDBA representatives. 
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Appropriate Traditional Owners were identified and involved throughout all stages of the 
water planning process. 

i2i Global in consultation with the Murray Darling Basin Authority, and the NBAN and with 
previous Delegates identified the traditional owner groups, which had been given to us 
from NBAN. This detailed process required multiple engagements with Delegates and 
sovereign Nations. 
 
After discussions with Delegates and NBAN it was not apparent that the same, or similar, 
level of diligence had been undertaken by New South Wales to engage with identified 
Traditional Owners throughout all stages of the water planning process. 
 
Delegates were clear that they were dissatisfied with the practices observed by NSW in 
many of the stages of the water planning process. This lack of engagement will prove 
problematic in future consultations.  
 
Some of the information furnished to NBAN, and reviewed by i2i Global, was out of date. 
i2i Global identified with the NBAN representatives the need for a process to correct this 
information. The value of information is closely linked to its currency. 
 
For i2i Global, once Traditional Owner groups and Delegates were identified ongoing 
telephone, and email communication was had with participating for their input into the 
planning of the workshop. This included pre-workshop interviews to talk through all 
documents pertaining to the WRP and the consultation process. Further adjustments were 
made to complete the consultations in spite of massive disruptions caused by flooding 
across the region. Notwithstanding this challenges i2i Global was able to complete the 
consultations in a timely manner for the MDBA. 
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Traditional Owners were properly notified of the opportunities to be involved in the water 
resource planning process, (e.g. print, phone, electronic and personal media and town 
meetings) 

Through engaging with the Delegates at the workshop in St. George none of the 
Delegates believe they had been properly notified of the opportunities to be involved in the 
water resource planning process by New South Wales. 
Each Nation believes there can be substantial improvements from New South Wales to 
properly notify Nations of opportunities to be involved in the water planning process, 
specific mention was made by Delegates that involvement in the water sharing plan is an 
opportunity that is being missed by traditional owner groups.  
Delegates also advised that a revised program of consultation and engagement is yet to 
be provided by New South Wales Government.    
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Information about water resource planning processes and content provided was clear to 
Traditional Owners 

As presented by NSW Department of Planning and Environment at this workshop in St 
George, Delegates advised that the report supplied was not clear to their Traditional 
Owner Nations.  
The work undertaken by i2i Global enabled the information to be understood by Delegates 
and the information to be shared through Delegates and their nations. Our firm furnished 
further explanations on some terms and information contained in the WRP in pre-
workshop interviews.  
In the final twenty (20) minutes of the workshop each Delegate was invited to speak 
openly about the process leading to the workshop with i2i Global. This was a formal 
opportunity for feedback and constructive criticism. 
Nation Delegates were asked to rate their experience over the period prior to and then 
including the full day workshop on the 28th of October. 
Ratings were given out of 1-5: 

1- Very Poor 
2- Poor   
3- Good  
4- Very Good  
5- Excellent  

The response from every Delegate was “Excellent”.Delegates were very happy that each 
were given opportunity to speak their mind. Delegates were also satisfied with i2i Global’s 
delivery and communications throughout the workshop. The workshop went extremely 
well from their perspective.  
The Delegation Chair also advised via phone call on Monday 1st November “we were all 
talking after the workshop, and everyone said it was the best consultation they’ve had - so 
thank you and i2i Global”.  
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Appropriate tools and mechanisms for recording, understanding and incorporating 
Aboriginal objectives and outcomes were used. 

We have utilised technology to record the views expressed by the delegates. Through 
written means, the telephone and video conference we were able to record and 
incorporate the views of the delegates into our report.  
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Other comments or advice. 

1.  should be included in future engagement's as the new 
representative for Bidgara. She resides in Charleville.  from NBAN 
has her details. 

 
2. Each Nation should have a male delegate and a female delegate to ensure that 

men's and women's business are represented in all future engagements.  
 

3. The name Guwamu should not be referenced as "Guwamu (Kooma)" on future 
engagements. The delegate representing the Kooma Nation made it clear that the 
correct name is "Kooma". 

 
4. Fees and Payments have been and continue to be an issue for the delegates. 

They would like to see a of standardisation of payments from all MDBA contractors 
(i.e. Travel Payments to be received at least 2 days before travelling and Sitting 
Fees to be received on the Day of the engagement, once the attendance is 
confirmed.  

 
5. They want the consultation process to be longer on this and future engagements. 

They want the ability to take what has been collected back to their Nations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




